
A note from the Siewers Family…

Siewers Lumber and Millwork will be celebrating its 139th Birthday 
on May 18th 2023 11:30am to 1:00pm. We look forward to seeing 
everyone there! Please RSVP to Liz Dudley. Siewers is also saddened 
to announce that retired, long time employee of 48 years Joe Grove 
passed April 23, 2023. We will also be closed Monday May 29th 2023. 
We would also like to thank all of our amazing customers for your 
continued patronage and your patience through the last few years. 
Shortages, delays, and cost increases have placed hardships on so 
many and we here at Siewers have the greatest of gratitude for all who 
have continued to weather the storm along side of us!

CONTRACTOR NOTES

Deck & Porch Rails

As we welcome the longer days of spring 
and summer, more of our time will be 
spent outside on our decks and porches.

An important but often overlooked 
element of our outdoor living space are 
the rails. Rails are generally required 
if the porch fl oor is 30 inches or more 
above adjacent grade. Rails provide both 
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a safety and practical function as well as 
aesthetic value.

From a practical standpoint, the most 
important function of a rail is to protect our 
families and guests from dangerous falls. 
Generally, rails need to be a minimum height 
of 36” above the fl oor. Spacing on the 
balusters should not allow a sphere larger 
than 4”to pass between the balusters. A 
rail should be built to withstand a 200 lb 
concentrated load and remain vertical.

On a deck stairway, a good idea is to provide 
a graspable rail of 1.5” to 2” in diameter. 
This is especially important if the stairway is 
used by small children or the elderly.

There are a variety of designs and materials 
available for the porch or deck rails. Wood 
has been a popular choice for many years 
around Richmond, but a wooden rail 
requires regular maintenance. A wood rail 
can be constructed of pressure treated 
material and will need less maintenance 
than a painted rail.

Aluminum has become a popular material for 
sleek appearance and an easy construction 
method. Aluminum is available in a variety 
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Remodeling Market Sentiment Edged Up 
in First Quarter of 2023

The NAHB/Westlake Royal Remodeling Market Index (RMI) 
for the fi rst quarter of 2023 posted a reading of 70, edging 
up 1 point from the fourth quarter of 2022.

While remodelers are generally more optimistic than their 
single-family builder counterparts, some are noting negative 
effects within the market including continued material 
shortages and higher interest rates. Current overall RMI 
reading of 70 is consistent with NAHB forecasts for the 
remodeling sector which will experience growth in 2023, but 
at a slower pace than in 2022.

The RMI is based on a survey that asks remodelers to rate 
various aspects of the residential remodeling market “good,” 
“fair” or “poor.”  Responses from each question are converted 

to an index that lies 
on a scale from 0 
to 100, where an 
index number above 
50 indicates that a 
higher share view 
conditions as good 
than poor.

The RMI is an 
average of two major 
component indices: 

the Current Conditions Index and the Future Indicators 
Index.  The Current Conditions Index is an average of three 
subcomponents: the current market for large remodeling 
projects ($50,000 or more), moderately-sized projects 
($20,000 to $49,999), and small projects (under $20,000).

In the fi rst quarter of 2023, the Current Conditions component 
index was 75, dropping 2 points from the fourth quarter 
of 2022.  Quarter-over-Quarter, the two subcomponents 
decreased: large remodeling projects fell 3 points to 71 and 
small projects declined 2 points to 77; while moderately-
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of colors which can be either powder coated or painted. 
Balusters usually come pre spaced and can be either square 
or round. There are also applications for glass infi lls. Top rails 
for aluminum systems often have a wood top rail installed for 
a traditional “drink rail” function.
PVC has become a popular substitute for the more traditional 
wood rail. PVC offers the details and beauty of wood but can 
cut down dramatically on the required maintenance.
The most recent introduction into the rail category is Cable 
Rail which offers an open, contemporary feel. Most of the 
components of the cable system are stainless steel and can 
withstand a variety of weather conditions.

Inspect, repair and enjoy your outdoor living space. It’s a 
valuable area of your home.

Timbertech

sized remodeling projects remained unchanged at 78.  
Higher interest rates are having an effect on larger projects, 
with most of the homeowners who undertake large projects 

paying cash rather 
than fi nancing them.

The Future 
Indicators Index is 
an average of two 
subcomponents : 
the current rate 
at which leads 
and inquiries are 
coming in and the 
current backlog of 
remodeling projects.  

In the fi rst quarter of 2023, the Future Indicators Index was 
64, which is 2 points higher than the fourth quarter of 2022.  
Quarter-over-quarter, both subcomponents increased by two 
points; the current rate at which leads and inquiries was at 
59 compared to 57 in the previous quarter and the backlog 
of remodeling jobs was at 69 compared to 67.

The NAHB/
Westlake Royal RMI 
was redesigned 
in 2020 to ease 
respondent burden 
and improve its 
ability to interpret 
and track industry 
trends.  For the 
fi rst time since the 
redesign, NAHB 
has collected 
enough data to 
allow for seasonal 

adjustments of the results.  This means that readers are now 
able to compare readings quarter to quarter which was not 
previously possible.

For the full set of RMI tables and a complete history for each 
RMI component, please visit NAHB’s RMI web page.



SIEWERS CABINET DEPT

Handcrafted with you in mind 

Your kitchen — it’s a place to share big news and funny jokes. 
A place that will bear witness to the joys, tears and hugs that 
see you through a lifetime.

Our furniture grade cabinetry defi nes its presence with a rich 
superior appearance. At the heart of our look is our exclusive 
unsurpassed fi nish.

Our unsurpassed fi nish collection creates an affordable 
luxury – more than cabinets – the ultimate statement piece 
in the home. The ability to choose from fi nish and style with 
a personality as vibrant and sophisticated as your own, sets 
our cabinets apart.

Combined with our enhanced cabinet construction and 
curated options, you can create an heirloom quality kitchen 
that delights the senses 
and warms the home.

Don’t see the paint color 
you were envisioning? 
If you can dream it...we 
can match it! Maybe it’s a 
purse or a pair of shoes...
take advantage of our paint 
match program and
we will match virtually any 
solid color you choose.

The ability to choose from 
fi nish and style with a 
personality as vibrant and 
sophisticated as your own.

Create the ultimate statement in your home with handcrafted 
furniture grade cabinetry.

HOLIDAY HOURS

Memorial Day
We will be closed Monday, May 29th and reopoen at 7:30am 
Tuesday, May 30th.  With much gratitude we remember those 
who have fallen fi ghting for our freedoms. 

Independence Day
We will be closed Tuesday July, 4th for Independence Day. 
We reopen 7:30am Wednesday. Celebrate safely.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Founders’ Day & Deck Expo
May 18, 2023 - 11:30am - 1pm

Bring the whole gang to our 
139th Birthday Celebration!
We will have sales reps from 
Timbertech Decking to answer 
all of your decking and railing 
questions.

We will be serving a BBQ Lunch!
RSVP: Please let us know if you can attend.

Please send name, contact information and number attending 
to:  Liz Dudley 804-358-2103 or elizabethd@siewers.com

From tools to lumber, hardware 
to decking. It’s perfect for the 
woodworker or homeowner who 
is remodeling. Available in any 
amount – Ask at the counter.



PRODUCT SHOWCASE

HERE AT SIEWERS

Deck Removal Tool by GreenTek Tools 

Deck repair and 
renovation is an 
evergreen job for 
general contracting 
companies. But until 
now, they’ve been 
aggravating, time-
consuming jobs. Even 
in ideal conditions, too 
often deck removal 
can seem like it’s not 
worth the bid. That’s 
where the Demo-Dek 
comes in handy. Here 
are just fi ve reasons 
why it’s crucial to 

have a Demo-Dek on hand when those deck construction 
jobs come rolling in for the summer.

Here’s just 5 of many reasons why using a Demo-Dek 
is vital for any Residential Deck Construction project:

1. Be Faster and More Effi cient
Demo-Dek is built from the ground up to make removing even 
the most stubborn board a simple job. Just slide the hook under 
a board and pull; the long handle gives you ideal leverage 
to pop up the decking, and twists the board, meaning the 
whole board comes up. It can lever off nearly three hundred 
square feet of boards in ten minutes decreasing overall deck 
construction time.

2. Make The Job Easier
There are no batteries to charge, or pieces to keep on hand, 
order and replace. Demo-Dek is designed to be as simple as 
possible getting the job done easily and making deck repair 
simple If your deck construction crew can put a hook under a 
board and pull down on a handle, they can use a Demo-Dek.

3. It Can Deal With Any Fastener
Every contractor has had this 
moment; you get a good look at 
the fastener on a deck and realize 
that the deck was put together with 
long wood screws that have rusted 
themselves into stubbornness 
making deck repair a hassle. Instead 
of having to hope your drill can get it 
out, or wreck a bit trying, Demo-Dek 
gives you the leverage you need to 
yank it right out instead.

4. It’s More Ergonomic
Deck construction doesn’t really lend itself to a healthy back, 
and when a good back is your livelihood, that’s a problem. 
Getting on your hands and knees, going through and yanking 
rusty nails with a pry bar or pulling out screws with your screw 
gun is not exactly pleasant for any contractor, and it can 

aggravate old injuries or result in 
new ones. Demo-Dek is designed 
with ergonomics in mind, allowing 
you to remove decking without 
bending over or wearing out your 
back. Sure, deck repair will always 
be hard work, but with Demo-Dek, 
you’ll have less likelihood of on-
the-job injury.

5. Prevent Safety Hazards
Safety is crucial on any contracting job, but as we all know, 
accidents happen. Decks that may have extensive damage 
from years of neglect in particular can be a huge safety 
hazard. Demo-Dek’s hook keeps you in control of each board 
after it’s removed, so you’re safer on any deck construction 
job. And unlike many of its competitors, you can stand safely 
on the still-planked side of the deck while using Demo-Dek.

Very excited to share our new moulder; WEINIG Powermat 
700. Shorter setup times. Produces moulding profi les 
smooth as glass, ready for paint or stain.


